
- It fosters growth, reduces poverty and boosts shared prosperity
- It benefits not just the individual, but society 
- It brings the highest economic returns in the entire educational 
system — an estimated 17 percent increase in earnings as 
compared with 10 percent for primary and 7 percent for secondary 
education. 
-- It remains out of reach for the world’s poorest and most 
marginalized 

--World Bank report on Tertiary Education

Developing 
Minds in
Developing 
Countries

We provide direct financial assistance and 
guidance to college students seeking to 
make a difference in their communities.
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Uganda, 97
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Colombia, 46Tanzania, 42
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Cambodia, 16

All Others, 28
Malawi, 12

Pakistan, 14

322 Students Graduated

91% Average Graduation Rate

850 Academic Years Sponsored 2000-2021

35%/65%  Male/Female Ratio

54 Fields of Study, from Accounting to Forestry to Veterinary School

21 Countries Across 3 Continents: Home to Students We Sponsor

5555 New Applicants in 2021

ACHIEVEMENTS TO DATE

WORKING IN 
21 COUNTRIES

Students Currently Enrolled

New Students Sponsored
55

148

2021 ACHIEVEMENTS



Founder

Do you remember the days when our primary worry 
was climate change? While that continues to pose 
an existential threat, it seems that we’re adding a 
new crisis with each passing year. The impact of 
pandemics (current and future) and of regional 
conflicts will continue to affect our world— and how 
we educate our children—for the foreseeable future. 
There is no silver bullet, no magic wand to cultivate There is no silver bullet, no magic wand to cultivate 
a safer future. Only with the knowledge and 
patience to see things as they are, without bias, can 
we begin to solve these problems. We need to help 
each other if we’re going to succeed.   

Where is it written that only the current leaders of 
developed nations in America, Europe, and Asia 
have a lock on solving the problems they created in 
the first place? Is it too hard to imagine that an 
entire new generation of young people in developing 
countries can find a solution to the problems we’ve 
created? Or to prevent new ones before they 
happen?happen?

There cannot be a monopoly on creative ideas 
among the privileged. We cannot begin to heal the 
world unless we unleash the power of education to 
the tens of millions of potential scholars who simply 
lack the funds to use their remarkable abilities for 
the greater good.

Over the past 22 years, our graduates have 
improved their communities in more than 20 
countries by advocating for equal rights, researching 
cures for illnesses, improving local infrastructure, 
assisting the vulnerable, mentoring the young, and 
always leading by example. They speak truth to 
power because they have gained the knowledge that 
was born from the desire to help their communities. was born from the desire to help their communities. 

By the end of this year, we will have funded 850 
years of college education, all for less than $1 
million of your investment. Our foundation continues 
to grow with your support, and with the dedication 
of our staff and board of directors. KEF is a lean and 
well-oiled machine. With your help, we will put your 
investment and our faith in these future leaders, 
knowing that the lifeline we give them today may knowing that the lifeline we give them today may 
very well be the lifeline our world needs for 
tomorrow. 

LETTER FROM 
THE FOUNDER



Your used laptop is worth more than you 
could ever imagine. Just ask the 120 
sponsored students who’ve received one. 

“If you are planning for a year, sow rice; if you are planning for a decade, 
plant trees; if you are planning for a lifetime, educate people” 

— Chinese Proverb

MARY HEERWALD, 
NEW BOARD MEMBER

With a generous donation of $1,300 from his 
mentor and longtime KEF supporter, Faustin 
Zigabe was able to assemble a team of 
volunteers and repair water pipes in his 
neighborhood in Goma, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, giving the gift of clean 
water just in time for Christmas, 2021. 
Faustin won a KEF scholarship to study law Faustin won a KEF scholarship to study law 
and graduated in 2020.
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